
Lessons from the Tabernacle (5) - The Bases, Boards & Bars 

The Bases 
The foundation, or the bases on which the boards of the Tabernacle itself rested were 
made of silver.  Silver typically speaks to us of redemption. It is the only means of 
reconciliation and approach to God.  It speaks to us of the work that was 
accomplished at Calvary. Paul wrote, “In whom we have redemption through His 
blood, even the forgiveness of sins” (Col. 1:14). How thankful we ought to be, dear 
beloved of the Lord that we rest on the Lord Jesus. Paul wrote, “other foundation 
can no man lay than that is laid, which is Christ Jesus” (1st Cor. 3:11).  

 The silver used for the bases came from the “ransom” or, “atonement” money of 
the children of Israel (Ex. 30:11-16). What is most interesting in this account of the 
atonement money, is that there is no difference between rich and poor in the amount 
that is offered.  “The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not give less than 
half a shekel” (v. 15).   

We learn not only that redemption is available to all but that it is also accessible to 
all. The God who in inflexible righteousness, declares; “There is no difference, for 
all have sinned and come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23), in immeasurable 
grace declares, “For there is no difference, for the same Lord over all is rich unto all 
that call upon Him” (Rom. 10:12. How wonderful to read, dear child of God, 
“whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life (Jn. 3:16).  

The Boards 
The boards of the Tabernacle were made of shittim wood, overlaid with gold.  This 
reminds us of the one who was in the form of God, but took upon Him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness of men (Phil. 2:6-7).  

All of the boards were of equal measure, telling us once again of the fact that “there 
is no difference.” So that we understand that we are all on an equal footing, so to 
speak, and are counted equal in Christ.  Paul wrote this admonishment in his letter to 
the Romans; “For I say through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among 
you, not think of himself more highly than he ought to think” (12:3). 

There was a time when this wood was part of a tree with its roots deep into the soil 
and would have derived its sustenance and supply from the earth. Once we, too dear 
beloved of God, derived all our pleasures from this world. But now, just as the 
boards of the Tabernacle stood upon the sockets (bases) of silver, we too “stand” 
upon redemption ground, and receive our nourishment from Christ and from the 
Word of God (Col. 2:19; 1st Tim. 4:6). 

The natural shittim wood, however, was not seen, for each board was overlaid with 
gold. The gold speaks of the deity of Christ.  As God looks upon us, He sees us “in 
Christ”.  O, dear beloved child of God, your life is hid with Christ in God (Col. 3:3). 
Paul wrote, “Therefore, if man be in Christ, he is a new creature, old things are 
passed away, behold, all things are become new” (2nd Cor. 5:17). 

Each board rested upon two sockets (bases).  Attached to the underside of each board 
were two tenons (hands), which were fitted into the sockets, enabling the boards to 
stand upright. 
As the number two in the Word of God represents testimony, we might think of these 
as the Word of God, comprised of Old and New Testaments.  Dear beloved child of 



God, your standing is in Christ, redeemed by precious blood, and upheld by the 
Word of God. 

The Bars 
The boards of the Tabernacle were held together by bars that ran through rings 
attached to the boards. The bars, like the boards, were made of shittim wood and 
overlaid with gold, reminding us of our perfect standing in Christ and of the 
fellowship and unity of believers. 

There were four bars visible on the outside of each of the north, south and west sides 
of the Tabernacle.  In addition, there was a bar that ran on the inside of the boards, 
“from end to end”, linking all the boards together. Think, dear loved one of the 
Lord, that we are not only linked to one another in the body of Christ but are linked 
inseparably to Him.  

The bars passed through rings overlaid with gold (Ex. 26:26-29).  The ring, emblem 
of love, reminds us God’s great love for us and that we ought to “walk in love, as 
Christ also hath loved us” (Eph. 5:2). The ring is also a symbol of eternity. O, dear 
beloved child of God, you are eternally loved, eternally safe and eternally linked 
with the Lord Jesus and one day soon, you shall see Him and will be like Him and 
with Him forever (1st Thess. 4:13-17; 1st Jn. 3:2). 

The middle bar that reached from end to end and was unseen by onlookers yet bound 
all the boards together.  It would remind us of the Holy Spirit of God, indwelling 
every believer and linking us together in unity and to our Lord Jesus. It would also 
speak to us of our Lord Jesus Christ in the midst of His gathered company; “unseen 
yet present to faith’s opened eye.  

In Him it is ordained to raise 
A temple to Jehovah’s praise 

Composed of all His saints who own 
No Saviour but the Living Stone 

View the vast building, see it rise; 
The work, how great, the plan, how wise! 

O wondrous fabric! Power unknow, 
That rests it on the Living Stone 


