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Lev. 16:21 “...all their sins, putting them upon the head of the goat, and shall send him 
away by the hand of a fit man into the wilderness:”  
Acts 9:15 “...Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the 
Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel” 
2 Tim. 2:21 “If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto 
honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work.”  
It was a solemn day in the yearly calendar of Israel's events when the high priest 
effected an atonement for the sins of the entire congregation. All Israel was called upon 
to “afflict your souls”, expressing (possibly by fasting) repentance and humiliation for 
their transgressions committed during the year. Near the end of that ceremony, the goat 
which received the confession of all their sins and transgressions confessed upon it was 
led away into the wilderness by a “fit man”. Just as important as the high priest's 
functions was the responsibility of this man. He was to lead the goat out of their sight to 
a place from which it would never return, for it symbolically expressed the taking away of 
their sins out of their sight.  
 The word used to describe this man was “fit”, a word never found elsewhere in 
our Bible, but signifying “chosen,” “at hand,” “prepared,” or “ready”. The high priest didn't 
randomly select someone from the crowd of people. This was a man who was selected 
and prepared beforehand for this task, for much depended on his faithfulness and ability.  
I think of God's search for such a man in Israel but sadly, He had to say that He found 
none (Isa. 41:28). However, He could say repeatedly “Behold my Servant...”, because He 
answers to the lack among the sons of men. So we first notice that the Lord Jesus was 
such a one. He was the only One who was capable of bearing away the sins of the world 
(John 1:29). He was the chosen, elect Servant, capable, ready, willing, and responsible 
to carry out God's will. What man couldn't do, He was able, and He did perfectly to God's 
entire satisfaction though at infinite cost to Himself.  
 It seems that there were two men who responded to God's call when it came 
time to bury the marred body of the Lord Jesus. Joseph and  Nicodemus had evidently 
prepared for that moment, and now functioning as the priests did when they carried the 
ashes of the burnt sacrifice outside the camp to a clean place, they tenderly wrapped His 
body in the linen clothes with the spices and laid it in Joseph's new, clean tomb. This was 
a work accomplished at great cost to themselves, but out of love for Him it was done.  
 We notice also that the Lord told Ananias that Saul was “a chosen vessel” to be 
used, at that point, in a way that He had never intended before. Like Jeremiah (Jer. 1:5), 
God had purposes for Him even before his evil course was arrested on the road to 
Damascus, and at the earliest stage of his Christian experience, the Lord began to show 
him what he would suffer for His sake. It should remind us that God has purposes for 
every soul that He saves, not just to land us in glory “in the sweet bye and bye” but to 
be used of Him to carry His Word and to honor His Name while we live in this world. We 
should ask ourselves if we are exercised to see this actually be fulfilled in our lives?  
 Just one more to close this meditation, and that is what Paul said to Timothy, a 
truth that may have been directed primarily to this young man. He reminded him that 
like vessels in a great house, God has His vessels who He wants to use for various 
spheres of service, not all in a public way or in prominence, but all for His purpose. But 
regardless of what that purpose is, the primary element is to be clean, free from 
contamination of various types (doctrinal, moral, or spiritual), and ready for the Master 
to use. It seems that being set apart and clean, prepared for any service that He might 
give, is more important than great ability or high reputation. Again, we should ask 
ourselves, “Is my life such that through exercise I am being kept clean and ready for Him 
to use?” This is what He desires and which will bring the most glory to His Name. 


