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This verse speaks of hidden treasure.   

There are many things in scripture that are hidden. The reasons for concealment vary. Moses 

was hidden in an ark was for his safety (Ex. 2:3). The Lord hid truth from His listeners in 

parables as a test of the disciples’ desire to learn and as a means of concealing truth from 

those who were hostile to it (Matt. 13:10-13; 11:25).  

In the prison epistles our lives are “hid” (Col. 3:3) with Christ in God. This teaches that the 

Christian life is not really understood by the world. While the world may see its outward 

aspect, the inner life of the believer is invisible. But “when Christ who is our life shall 

appear” what was concealed will be put on display. Our sonship, our salvation, and our 

sanctity will become visible.  The mystery of the union of Jew and Gentile was also “hid in 

God” (Eph. 3:9) until it was put on display in the Church. It was a mystery “hidden from ages 

and generations” (Col. 1:26) but is now “revealed to His saints”.  



Here Christ is depicted as a treasure chest. The apostle may have in mind the Ark of the 

Covenant. The word “ark” simply means “chest”. But what a treasure chest it was! Inside its 

golden sides and beneath its lid or “mercy seat” were the tables of the Law. On the tables 

were etched God’s wisdom and knowledge.  This was supremely true of Christ. The Law was 

on His lips and in His heart. 

Psalm 119 was probably written by Daniel. He was a man of great learning, but he knew that 

God’s truth was what mattered.  Verse 11 reads, “Thy word have I hid in mine heart” (Ps. 

119:11). This teaches that when God’s word is hidden in the heart it cannot be easily 

dislodged. It is in a place of safety.  

These words in Colossians 2:3 emphasise the value of “wisdom and knowledge”. This 

wisdom and knowledge however is not to be found in seats of learning, it is to be found in 

Christ.  This verse emphasises the centrality of Christ to true understanding. The only 

knowledge that matters is the knowledge that emanates from or leads towards Him.  

I have no doubt that this verse was designed to undermine the gnostic teachers that were 

troubling the saints in Colossae. They emphasised their own esoteric knowledge as the means 

of enlightenment. Here Paul teaches that the only knowledge that matters is knowledge of 

Christ. He is the great treasure chest of truth.  

Thought for the Day – we stock our minds with so much knowledge. The only knowledge 

that really matters is the knowledge of Christ.  
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