
The Measure of Discipleship  Involves a cost 

Discipleship, or following Christ comes at a cost. If we are going to follow Christ, 
we are going to have to be willing to forsake the world with its attractions and 
associations. One man said to the Lord Jesus; “Master, I will follow thee 
whithersoever thou goest”. The Lord responded; “The foxes have holes, and the 
birds of the air have their nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his 
head” (Matt. 8:19-20). 

The Lord Jesus said, “If any man come to me, and hate not his father and mother, 
and wife and children, and brethren and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he 
cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:26). The Lord did not intend hatred toward our 
families, but that all other human relationships must take second place if we wish 
to be His disciple. 

In the very next verse of Luke chapter 14, the Lord Jesus said, “And whosoever 
doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple”. Bearing your 
cross is not following Christ in spite of some physical infirmity or disability. It is 
bearing reproach for the Name and sake of the Lord Jesus. It is following Christ, 
no matter what friends or family or the world might say. 

The cross was a symbol of shame and reproach. Beloved of the Lord, are you 
prepared to be associated with His cross; to bear the shame and reproach 
associated with it, for His name? The writer of the epistle to the Hebrews exhorts 
us; “Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach” 
(13:13). 

Finally, in verse 33 of Luke 14, the Lord Jesus said, “whosoever he be of you that 
forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple”. Paul, in the book of 
Philippians, said that he counted all things but loss to win Christ (3:8). Dear child 
of God, are you prepared to sacrifice all to follow Christ?  

Are you prepared to do as Paul beseeched the believers at Rome to do? In 
Romans chapter 12, verses 1-2, Paul’s passionate plea was; “I beseech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not 
conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind”. 

We sing sometimes; “love so amazing, so divine, demands my life, my heart, my 
all”.  Another song we sing, perhaps a little less frequently, contains the words, “I 
have decided to follow Jesus, no turning back”. May the Lord help us, as 
Barnabas exhorted the Christians of Antioch; “that with purpose of heart they 
should cleave unto the Lord” (Acts 11:23). 


