
“Filled…with what?” 

Gen. 6:13 “...The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with 
violence through them...”
Isa. 6:3 “...Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his 
glory.”
Hab. 2:14 “For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the 
LORD as the waters cover the sea.” 

We recognize the truth of the statement, that nature abhors a vacuum. The 
condition of excluding all air from a vessel can be attained and maintained by 
artificial means but it is contrary to the normal condition that usually exists. 
Regarding God’s creation, we read in Isa. 45:18 that “he created it not in vain”. 
’Vain’ has different meanings such as chaotic, confused, or formless, but it also 
means ‘empty’ or ‘void.’ We read that “the earth was without form and void…” 
(Gen. 1:2) before God’s further actions to impose order out of chaos and to fill 
what was empty up to that point. His purpose was not to create a universe that 
was empty and disorderly but to create something that honored His person and 
reflected glory to Himself. We can say that then before sin’s entrance, that the 
“whole earth is full of His glory.”  

 Sadly, ere long that pristine creation was marred by sin, and what should 
never have been introduced into a pure and satisfying world felt the results of 
sin’s entrance to mar God’s creation. This sinful element increasingly developed 
until we read in Gen. 6:13 that in Noah’s day, “the earth was filled with violence”. 
Sin increasingly had its effect on a perfect scene to the point that a different 
condition prevailed where it should never have been seen. Instead of reflecting 
God’s glory, it reflected man’s ruin and grieved the Lord. However, God’s purposes 
were not thwarted and “Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord”,  and when 
Noah stepped from the ark, it was onto a cleansed and renovated earth. Sadly, sin 
still reigned though its effects were temporarily removed.  

 God’s purpose still is that the whole earth will be filled with His glory and 
the ultimate result of His redemptive purposes will be realized in the future. 
Presently, His purpose is that believers might be filled, not with sin that dishonors 
Him, but with all that reflects His purpose and honors His Name. We are to be 
filled with the Holy Spirit (Eph. 5:18) and that filling will be reflected in lives that 
display Christ’s character in our worship (5:19), thanks (5:20), and mutual 
submission (5:21). It will be displayed in our being filled with knowledge that is 
derived from God and His Word (Rom.1:14), filled with joy (Acts 13:52), filled with 
the knowledge of His will in wisdom and spiritual understanding (Col. 1:9), filled 
with the fruit of righteousness (Phil. 1:11), filled with comfort (2 Cor.   7:4), and 
filled with hope (Heb. 6:11). A Christian’s life should be full, not with the things of 
an evil world that is full of confusion, violence, disorder, and rebellion. There are 
those who were filled with envy, malice, hypocrisy, deceit, and evil, but that 
should never mark a child of God! We can presently reflect and display what God 
will fully manifest in the new creation when all things are restored according to 
His will, when the sinful power that has subjugated this world under bondage and 
corrupted it so badly will be eradicated and all creation will be delivered from its 
power. Then the entire earth will truly be filled in a manner that is pleasing to God 
and that will fully honor His Son. We anticipate a partial expression of that 
condition when He reigns for the thousand years and all outward expression of sin 
is erased. But looking beyond that, we, “according to his promise, look for new 



heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.” (2 Pet. 3:13), and for 
that condition we fervently long and presently seek for, as Peter says in v. 14, 
“Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may 
be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.” That is the result of the 
“blessed hope” (Tit. 2:13) that we have shining brightly in our souls, and even 
more, as we are increasingly grieved at the ruined conditions of earth that we 
know are contrary to God and His will. May we be animated and encouraged by the 
assurance that the Coming One will come, and will not linger (Heb. 10:37) and 
that then all will be filled with His presence.


