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In Romans 8:31-34 Paul throws out a series of challenges. “If God be for us who can be 

against us?”, “Who shall lay anything to the charge of God’s elect?”, “Who is he that 

condemneth?” Then last of all he asks, “Who shall separate use from the love of Christ?” 

The implied answer is no one can separate us from the love of Christ. Nothing can get 

between us and Christ’s love.  

But why is that so? One possible view is that we cannot be separated from Christ’s love 

because it is unaffected by our appreciation of it. Whatever our situation in life Christ loves 



us just the same. On this view suffering cannot separate us from the love of Christ because it 

does not depend on us. 

  

The verses that follow however indicate that Paul is not concerned with the objective fact of 

Christ’s love but our appreciation of it. His point is that those who are in the good of the great 

truths of Romans 8 are secure in their faith. The question is not “who can separate us” but 

“who shall separate us”? Trials may separate us from our homes, our families, our 

possessions and ultimately our life, but nothing can separate us from the love of Christ. Paul 

suffered enormously but never lost his appreciation of the “love of Christ”.  

Human love is limited in scope. We love those we know. We lack the capacity to love people 

we do not know.  We love those we find loveable.  We struggle to love those we find 

unattractive. Human love is mixed with self-interest. In order to thrive it needs love in return. 

Christ’s love is different. He has an infinite capacity for love. He loves people that are in 

many ways deeply unattractive to Him. He loves even when He is not loved in return.   

The phrase “the love of Christ” is used twice elsewhere in the N.T. and on each occasion it is 

presented as a power for good in the life of the believer. It constrains him to do things he 

would not otherwise do (2 Cor. 5:14). It stabilizes him when under pressure to change (Eph. 

3:19). 

In this passage it is presented as a source of encouragement in time of trial.  Although the 

Christians at Rome were not being persecuted when Paul wrote these words, that changed 

about ten years later in AD64. Tacitus the Roman historian (Annals 15:44) describes how 

Nero blamed them for the Great Fire of Rome. In a bout of violence Christians were 

crucified, thrown to the beasts and burned alive.  

Note that the question is not “what shall separate us?” but “who shall separate us”? Paul may 

have in mind Satanic opposition. The previous questions hint that Satan is the one who 

accuses and condemns the Christian. This explains why he goes on to deny that “angels”, 



“principalities”, “powers” or “any other creature” can “separate us from the love of God 

which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:39).   

Thought for the Day – let the love of Christ inspire and encourage us whatever our situation. 
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